Preoperative evaluation and general preparation for chest-wall operations.
Chest-wall reconstruction is a major procedure with a risk of life-threatening complications. Accurate preoperative assessment is therefore critical, as it allows detection and treatment of correctable problems and permits the surgeon to individualize postoperative management. Risk factors may be cardiovascular, pulmonary, or nutritional. The guiding principle of planning for the reconstruction is that there must be absolutely no tension at the site of the full-thickness defect in the chest wall.